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WHEREAS, California experienced a dramatic population growth in the 1950s with cities
expanding rapidly and competing with one another to annex new areas without thought
to logical boundaries or efficient service delivery, resulting in uncontrolled sprawl, the loss
of agricultural lands and the formation of a multitude of overlapping local government
agencies; and

WHEREAS, in 1963, the State Legislature created Local Agency Formation Commissions
(LAFCO) to manage growth by encouraging the orderly formation of local agencies,
preserving agricultural lands, and discouraging sprawl; and

WHEREAS, the mission of LAFCO of Santa Clara County is to promote sustainable growth
and good governance in Santa Clara County by preserving agricultural lands and open space,
curbing urban sprawl, encouraging efficient delivery of services, exploring and facilitating
regional opportunities for fiscal sustainability, and promoting public accountability and
transparency of local agencies; and

WHEREAS, in the early 1970s, LAFCO of Santa Clara County, the County of Santa Clara, and
the 15 cities jointly adopted the groundbreaking Urban Growth and Development Policies that
continue to serve as the foundation of land use decisions in the county and that resulted in
LAFCO adopting Urban Service Area boundaries for the cities to help assure that future urban
development in Santa Clara County will occur only when and where it is needed and can be
serviced efficiently by local governments; and

WHEREAS, LAFCO of Santa Clara County is a leader and innovator in the state, having
successfully coordinated its island annexation incentive program resulting in the annexation of
over seventy-seven unincorporated islands since 2005; having adopted agricultural mitigation
policies in 2007 in order to discourage the premature conversion of agricultural land; and for
using its Service Review Program to improve accountability, transparency, service efficiency,
and governance of local agencies by recommending changes and monitoring agencies’
implementation efforts; and

WHEREAS, LAFCO of Santa Clara County has played a significant role in shaping Santa
Clara County over the past 50 years and has been the recipient of multiple awards from the
California Association of Local Agency Formation Commissions (CALAFCO); and

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved that LAFCO commemorates the 50th Anniversary of its
founding by honoring LAFCO commissioners who served on LAFCO and helped LAFCO
fulfill its mandate over these yeatrs.

Passed And Adopted,
this Seventh Day of August, Two Thousand Thirteen by unanimous vote.
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